



[insert date here]

[insert inside address here]

Dear Senator/Representative [personalize using their last name]:
The purpose of this letter is to discuss the financial impact of the state’s fiscal crisis on [insert school district name] and to ask your support to include new revenue as a part of the education funding solution.  I am deeply concerned with the overall effect of the current budget FY10 as well as the dire projections for FY11.  For FY11, the state’s budget shortfall is estimated to be around $12 billion and I am gravely concerned as to the devastating impact this will have on our local school district, not only this year, but next year.  
This huge deficit, coupled with the approximately $1 billion loss of stimulus funding that school districts received during the FY09 and FY10 for General State Aid, is of great concern to me.  In FY 2011, the state will have to come up with an additional $1 billion just to maintain flat education funding levels.  How will this be accomplished?
Major funding concerns are as follows:

· [insert the $$ amount of late payments the state owes your school district for FY10 - special education, transportation and early childhood programs];
· [insert implications of a decrease in the General State Aid for FY11 – Foundation Level];

· [insert the implications of the Proration of Mandated Categorical Payments for FY10 and FY11];

· [insert FY 2010 Special Education Costs versus Revenues]; and 

· [insert projected layoffs – people that will not have a job next school year because of the budget shortfall – either because of RIFs or a budgetary decision not to fill a job held by a person that is retiring].
[Personalize to your district - As a result of these cuts, how will this affect your students, i.e. programs?  For example an increase in class sizes. Insert a paragraph detailing how this affects your students, community, etc.]
Moreover, while we are in the middle of the largest state budget deficit in Illinois history, lawmakers continue to propose dozens of bills that place new unfunded or underfunded requirements on school districts.  This is not the time to be adding unfunded or underfunded mandates on school districts when we are facing cataclysmic financial pressures in our districts.  Therefore, I ask for your support of HB 4711, as well as a new and additional revenue stream.  This legislation provides that no district is obligated to comply with any statutory or regulatory mandate or requirement unless a separate appropriation has been enacted into law providing for the school year during which such mandate is required.  
In closing, I welcome the opportunity to discuss this with you in detail, as well as work together to prevent a reduction in education funding and to continue to maintain jobs within our communities.   
Yours for better schools,

[insert name and title]
