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	It feels great to be back!!!

This week, students reviewed concepts in each of the three subjects.
Reading:

In Reading, we wrapped up our theme That’s Amazing!. Students reviewed how authors use details in stories to add interest and noted examples of details in the stories we had read.  
We used the Venn Diagram to compare and contrast writing utensils.  The students then had a great time with comparing and contrasting themselves and their partner.  We enjoyed the sharing session and learned many new things about our classmates!


Students worked with partners to identify elements of fantasy  and realism.  The class was divided to have a friendly competition to see who was able to find the most examples of fantasy and realism in The Stranger and Heat Wave.
Language:   

In Language, students reviewed the verb unit by distinguishing  between past (already happened), present (happening now), and future (will happen) tense of verbs.  We identified action verbs, remembered our helping verbs and used them to help understand how they too can help show the verb tense.  


	Spelling:

Students reviewed thirty (30) compound words, words with –ed and –ing endings, and words with –el, -le, -al, -er, ar, and –or.  In our review, we refreshed our memories of the rules we use to add –ed and –ing endings such as dropping an e, changing y to i in words with a consonant + y, and doubling the consonant in words that have a vowel before the final consonant.
We also reviewed the forty-two Word Wall words learned thus far this school year.  

Per the note sent home on Monday, students took several assessments on Thursday and Friday.  Please look for the following graded tests in their yellow Communicator folder during the next couple of days:
1. Reading

2. Language (verbs)

3. Spelling

4. Word Wall

PLEASE NOTE:

In the event of a school closing, any scheduled tests will be given on the next day school is in session.  For example, no school on Friday = tests on Monday.  The students were informed of this important piece of information.  Also, any CSRs, Choice assignments, or incomplete work will also be due on the next day in session.

Have a wonderful, winter weekend!

Mrs. Huddlestun



	In Science, students are starting to discuss more in depth about ecosystems, niches, habitats, population, communities, the food web, and so much more.  Students are starting to learn about the role (niche) each animal plays in its habitat.  For instance, a cat’s niche is to catch mice.  They also are discussing the importance each animal plays in the food web, no matter how big or small they may be.  


Within Mathematics
students are beginning 
the measurement portion of 
our unit.  They are learning about 
the differences between the customary 
and metric systems of measurement.  This week students are also starting to learn about which unit of measurement is larger.  For instance, is 100 centimeters larger than a 1 meter?  This can sometimes be challenging, especially for visual learners.  Pictures can sometimes be deceiving causing an error in measurement.  Overall, students are doing quite well.
Lastly, in Social Studies, students are starting to learn about economy.  They are learning about the meaning behind the word and how it relates to today. This week students had to create their own business and create an advertisement for their business.  Students are learning the importance of how advertisement plays a role in the success of a business, and the challenges businesses may face.  

Stay safe and warm this weekend,

Mrs. Basham


	

Thursday, January 15, 2010
End of the Second Quarter

Friday, January 15, 2010
Early Dismissal begins at 2:00.
Monday, January 18, 2010
Martin Luther King Jr. Day:   No School

Shortly before the holiday break, students took the Think Link test.  This assessment shows the skills students are expected to learn in fourth grade.  The data we sent home will indicate if your student exceeds, meets, or is below standards.  We use the data on these tests to help plan our instruction based on student needs.  

The individual student report also shows how many total questions were on the test and the number correctly answered.  You can see the amount of growth between the first assessment (Test P) given at the beginning of the school year and now (Test A).
Please look for your student’s results in their yellow Communicator folder.








