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	Reading:

“It’s raining cats and dogs!”  Although it is only an expression we use to describe heavy rain, we began our week learning why some strange things fall from the sky. The students read another AMAZING story this week, Heat Wave!   This intriguing story was about a girl that devised creative ways to save her family’s farm from a devastating heat wave in Kansas.  

The students listened for elements of fantasy (tall tales) and realism in the story events.  We were able to identify events that could never happen and those that could happen in real life.  Authors can also exaggerate elements of plot, setting, or character to make the story funny.  Heat Wave! was very entertaining and the students really enjoyed reading it!
Language:   
In Language, students continued the verb unit by distinguishing  between past (already happened), present (happening now), and future (will happen) tense of verbs.  We remembered our helping verbs from last week and used them to help understand how they too can help show the verb tense.  
Spelling:

Students learned four rules on how to change base words by adding either an –ed or –ing ending.  The lessons this week coincided with the rules we had to learn for changing verbs to past, present, and future tense.  Therefore, it was easy to learn one set of rules for both!
   Wishing you all a blessed holiday full of love 
and warm memories,

          Mrs. Huddlestun    


	     In Science, students are beginning a new unit.  We are beginning a unit on adaptations and the ecosystem.  This week, students completed a lab on different animal’s adaptations.  They even had to use different tools and pretend they were bird beaks to see which tool is the best to pick up different food items.  For instance, birds with thick hard beaks can break open shells while birds with small beaks can only eat small items such as seed. Please do not forget that all notes are located on the district website under my name.

     Within Mathematics, students are wrapping up the decimal unit. Students have explored how to change a decimal to a fraction, change a decimal to a mixed number, order decimals from greatest to least, adding and subtracting decimals, and so much more.  On Friday, students took a test on decimals and were allowed to use notes.  The next unit we are going to begin in math is on time, graphing data, and measurement.  

     Lastly, in Social Studies, students are still learning about our government.  This week, students are focusing on how a bill becomes a law, the Bill of Rights, the Judiciary Branch, and much more.     


I would like to wish everyone a happy holiday full of blessings.  I am truly fortunate to have the opportunity to teach your children and have wonderful parental support.  Thank you!


Happy Holidays!

     Mrs. Basham  



	
Monday, 12/21 Craft Day 

9:00  –  10:00  4C  Games  &  4D  Craft

    10:00 – 11:00  4C  Craft  &  4D  Games

After the Craft Day activities, our students will enjoy some snacks while watching “The Best Christmas Pageant Ever”.


Tuesday, 12/22 Polar Express

Students are invited to wear a bathrobe or bring in a small blanket and/or pillow to watch “The Polar Express”.


Tuesday, 12/22 Classroom Parties

Each homeroom will have their 
party from 11:30 a.m. until 12:30 p.m.

Thank you again to those who have volunteered to make our classroom Holiday party JOLLY!.

4C

Disposable Juice:      Danielle Bailey
Snack:   Debra Hansen
Snack:    Kim Faulkner

Napkins:  Kelly Balthazor
Games:  Angie Griffith
4D

Disposable Juice:      Jeff Jahnz
Snack:   Jennifer Lindgren
Snack:    Kathleen Bailey
Napkins:  Theresa Henson

Games:  ?

Tuesday, 12/22 Early Dismissal @ 2:00

	
Can you believe we have just completed our 17th week of school?!?  When holiday break is over, there will be only two weeks remaining in the second grading quarter.  The quarter will end on Friday, January 15th.

Please make sure that your student is writing down assignments, getting their book signed, and turning in their work.  This is the time of year that absences increase due to illnesses.  When a student is absent, the teachers write down each assignment for each subject on a form called “While you were gone…”.  It is then the student’s responsibility to complete the work within 2 days of receiving it.  

We, the teachers, have discovered a high number of CSRs being sent home.   A lot of these are due mainly to students not following directions given in class or following the directions written on the assignment.  Also, when a CSR is sent home, it must corrected, signed by a parent or guardian, and returned by the date written on the paper.  If these 3 criteria are not met, passing credit will not be given and their original score will be kept.
The A.R. classroom goal for this quarter is 8 points and party goal is 13 points.  The students have worked EXTREMELY hard this quarter to earn their points early!!!  If your student has not yet earned his or her points, take the opportunity to snuggle up with a great book over break!
To ensure your student’s academic success, please ask if he or she needs any replacement school supplies!!!
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