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	Reading:

The students wrapped up the story, The Stranger, that was read last week by creating a very interesting art project.  We utilized point of view and our conclusion that the stranger was a man that changed the seasons.  With the first day of winter approaching on Monday, December 21st, students “changed” the seasons from Autumn to Winter.  Ask your students about this project.  It is AMAZING!

The students read Cendrillon, a story very similar to Cinderella.  We began the week discussing what we knew about Cinderella.  Students then compared and contrasted the two stories throughout the week using a Venn Diagram to organize their thoughts.  We discovered many similarities and differences between them!

We also learned the elements that differentiate fairy tales, folk tales, and realism.  Cendrillon was from the fantasy genre that was passed down throughout the generations.  Although the story contained magic and a “happy ever after” ending, it had many events that could happen in real life.
Language:   
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In Language, students continued the verb unit by focusing on how helping verbs “help” the main verb to show what the subject is or does.  The students were quick to recognize the eleven different helping verbs and focus on had, has, have in the present/past tense.
Spelling:

We studied words that were spelled with the –el, -le, -al, -er-, -or, and –ar endings.  This was a tricky list as the endings sound the same.
Have a wonderful weekend!
Mrs. Huddlestun    


	     In Science, students are coming to an end on the animal kingdom.  Students now should know the difference between a vertebrate/invertebrate and cold blooded/warm blooded.  They should also be able to say an example of a vertebrate and an invertebrate as well.  Next week, students will be taking a test on the vocabulary part 1 and 2 of the animal kingdom.  Students will be able to use their notes on this test.  If you wish to quiz your child, you may go to my website and go to the science vocabulary section to print off the notes.
     Within Mathematics, students are working with decimals.  Students ARE allowed to use calculators on their homework while we are working in this unit.  Students are doing a wonderful job working with decimals.  This unit is A LOT easier than the fraction unit.  As a reminder, I provide the calculators in class, but the calculators are not allowed to go home.  At the Dollar Tree you can pick up a calculator for only $1.00.  

     Lastly, in Social Studies, students are still learning about our government.  This week, students have been focusing on the President of the United States. Students had to complete an activity in which they had to state what they would do if they were President of the United States.  Each student came up with very creative ideas!  I was very pleased with the students’ responses.

Stay safe and warm this weekend!!

Mrs. Basham




	
Just a friendly reminder and an early thank you to those who have volunteered to make our classroom Holiday party JOLLY!.

4C
Disposable Juice:      Danielle Bailey
Snack:   Debra Hansen
Snack:    Kim Faulkner
Napkins:  Kelly Balthazor
Games:  Angie Griffith
4D
Disposable Juice:      Jeff Jahnz
Snack:   Jennifer Lindgren
Snack:    Kathleen Bailey
Napkins:  Theresa Henson
Games:  ?

	
Monday, 12/14
CCLD’s Christmas Coloring Contest 

entries are due!

Monday, 12/21

Holiday Activity Day


Tuesday, 12/22 

Polar Express (details will be sent home next week)
Holiday Classroom Parties (to be determined)
Holiday Break begins with 2:00 dismissal
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