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	Dear Parents/Guardians,

This school year is going to be an exciting one!  During the first couple of weeks, the students concentrated on incorporating school and classroom rules/procedures into their daily routines.  The children have demonstrated enthusiasm and profound capabilities of making the transition between classrooms and teachers.  We, the teachers, have worked collaboratively to ensure classroom rules and procedures are consistent from class to class and will continue to work closely by integrating subjects throughout the year.  

Parents are the most important people in a child’s life, and we need to work together for the benefit of your child.  We need you to support our academic, homework and discipline efforts here at school.  In return, we will keep you informed about all aspects of your child’s experiences at school.  With school and home working together, we know that each and every student can have his or her most successful school year yet!  

Throughout the upcoming year, there will be three (3) modes of communication if you shall ever have a question or concern.  You may telephone the office and leave a message.  We will return your call at our earliest convenience.  You may also send an email message to jhuddlestun@cusd4.org or rbasham@cusd4.org. We’ve discovered the quickest method is writing a quick note in your child’s assignment books.  Whichever method you prefer, our lines of communication are open year-round!


	Please look for future newsletters, containing weekly activity updates for each subject area and important reminders, in your child’s yellow Communicator plastic folder!  Items found in the “Keep at Home” section are those that do not need to be returned to school.  We encourage parents/guardians to remove these items weekly.
Please check and sign your child’s Student Assignment Planner every night.  Homework can be found in their RED folder.

We are looking forward to meeting you from 5:30 – 7:00 at our Open House on Thursday, September 17, 2009.  Hope to see you!
Mrs. Huddlestun and Mrs. Basham


Last year’s ISAT test results were sent home today.  Please check your child’s yellow Communicator folder!

Open House will be held from 5:30-7:00 on Thursday, September 17th.  Come meet your child’s teachers, see their classrooms, and hear more details about their classes!
On Friday, September 18th, dismissal will begin at 11:15.
Think Link (formerly Stanford) testing is scheduled for the week of September 28th.




	The 4th grade students have the “WRITE” stuff!
Students will be learning many Language Arts concepts this year.  The fourth grade curriculum will focus on writing with grammar incorporated into the planned activities.  In other words, the students will learn through application of skills versus practice/drill assignments.  The Language Arts textbook will be used primarily as a resource rather than a tool for learning.  Emphasis will be placed on expository writing with the Six Traits of Writing:  Focus (ideas & content), Support (word choice & voice), Organization (sentence fluency), Integration, and Conventions.  In Reading, students will use various strategies to gain fluency and comprehension.  Vocabulary skills will be addressed.  Accelerated Reading, Guided Reading, and 6-Minute Solution are programs we will use in the classroom in addition to the textbook series.
In Spelling, the students will use their text and Word Walls for grade-appropriate, high-frequency word lists. Word lists are given on Monday and students are tested on Friday.  Tests will be on the last day of the week. Emphasis will be placed on commonly misspelled words, compound words, contractions, words with prefixes and suffixes, and homophones.  
Instruction and assessment will consist of independent, partner, small group, and large group activities.  Due to the nature of hands-on activities and group discussions, participation points will be calculated into the Language, Reading, and Spelling grades.  
Looking forward to a FANTASTIC year,
 Mrs. Huddlestun


	
Dear Parents,


Wow! Two weeks of school have already come and gone. I can hardly believe it! During the first week of school, the students had concentrated on incorporating school and classroom rules/procedures into their daily routines. I would like to thank you for taking the time to go over the handouts discussing the rules and procedures with your child to guarantee the well being of your child’s education.  With teacher and parent support, a child can succeed to no end.

 This last week, we have been very busy with exciting lessons in Science, Math, and Social Studies. First, in Science, students learned about how math, science, and technology are related.  Through small groups and independent work, students were able to investigate the relationship between these terms.  Students also learned about how scientists collected data by using a problem solving skill called the scientific method. In Social Studies, the class discovered different aspects about geography. Students examined parts of the globe and maps to learn how to locate various places in the world. Lastly, in Mathematics, students explored learning about number sense with place value and mastering math facts.  
Have a great three day weekend!

Rachel Basham
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