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	Hope this note finds you well.  The students have worked hard during the past two weeks and we really enjoyed seeing all of you who could attend Open House.  Here’s what your student has been doing since our last newsletter:
Language:
· Used important words in a question to write complete sentence answers

· Combined two sentences with a conjunction or “connecting word”

· Reviewed and identified complete subjects, complete predicates, simple subjects, and simple predicates in sentences

Reading:
· Completed an Organization Outline chart to analyze the main idea and pictures of each chapter as they read Finding the Titanic. 
· Learned how flashbacks make reading more interesting 

· Read and discussed Finding the Titanic while using predicting and questioning strategies.

· Discussed the author’s viewpoint of the selection

· Analyzed the two journeys presented in the story and compared them to previous read stories

Spelling:

· Continued using our phonic and decoding strategies on new words as we read Finding the Titanic
· Studied words with /u/, /yoo/, and /oo/ sounds 

· Reviewed syllabication and the rules to divide words into syllables

· Proofread various written works, including grammar sheets, for proper spelling of this week’s words
Thank you and have a great weekend!! (
Mrs. Huddlestun

	    Thank you to all who attended open house last Thursday!  It was a great success! I truly enjoyed meeting you all and look forward to the parent teacher conferences in the future.

     In Science, we began our new unit called Life Science. This week, students have been learning about living and nonliving things.  Each student has learned that living things need 6 basic needs from their environment in order to survive.  Living things need energy (from the sun), food, water, air, temperature, and space.  During science, students had to create a drawing of a living thing and its basic needs.  Students came up with wonderful examples for this assignment.  Great job boys and girls!  Towards the end of the week, students began learning about plant and animal cells.  

     Within Mathematics, students have been learning about a variety of concepts.  I began the week by comparing and ordering whole numbers by using greater than and less than. Towards the middle and end of the week, students began discussing computation with whole numbers using addition and subtraction. By using the Buckle Down book, students were able to grasp onto these concepts and succeed. Students have done an outstanding job at working hard in math and deserve a pat on the back!

     During Social Studies, students have been working hard on map skills and using a compass rose.  Although this is a difficult unit, students have been doing quite well.  Students have been given fun interactive worksheets that help build their knowledge on these skills.  Some worksheets involve mysteries. One worksheet students had to use their compass rose to figure out the mystery numbers.  Another was to help a dog detective find his missing collar.  Students also have been learning about parts of a map.  These include the title, key, and symbols on a map.  During the week, students had to create a map of the classroom or their bedroom by using all three of these parts.  Students did a fantastic job creating a detailed map of these locations! 

Have a safe and great weekend!!

Mrs. Basham



	     
	 
In order to ensure your child’s academic success, assignment books need to be signed every night to acknowledge your child’s assignments and daily behavior.  It is the student’s responsibility to write what is needed each day and get it signed.  They must have ALL the assignments written for the day with the signature to avoid a consequence.  



Wedenesday, September 23, 2009
Think Link Testing:  4C  Mrs. Huddlestun
Thursday, September 24, 2009
Think Link Testing:  4D  Mrs. Basham
Friday, September 25, 2009
Finding the Titanic Test
Friday, September 25, 2009

Progress Grades written in assignment books
Friday, October 9, 2009
Teacher Institute…NO SCHOOL
Monday, October 12, 2009
Columbus Day…NO SCHOOL
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