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	Dear Parents/Guardians,

This school year is going to be an exciting one!  During the first couple of weeks, the students concentrated on incorporating school and classroom rules/procedures into their daily routines.  The children have demonstrated enthusiasm and profound capabilities of making the transition into a new grade.  

Parents are the most important people in a child’s life, and we need to work together for the benefit of your child.  I need you to support our academic, homework and discipline efforts here at school.  In return, I will keep you informed about all aspects of your child’s experiences at school.  With school and home working together, each and every student can have his or her most successful school year yet!  

Throughout the upcoming year, there will be three (3) modes of communication if you shall ever have a question or concern.  You may telephone the office and leave a message & your call will be returned at our earliest convenience.  You may also send an email message to me directly at jhuddlestun@cusd4.org.  The quickest method would be to write a quick note in your child’s assignment books.  Whichever method you prefer, the lines of communication are open year-round!


	Please look for future newsletters, containing weekly activity updates for each subject area and important reminders, in your child’s yellow Communicator plastic folder!  Items found in the “Keep at Home” section are those that do not need to be returned to school.  Parents/guardians are encouraged to remove these items weekly if not daily.
Please check and sign your child’s Student Assignment Planner every night.  Homework can be found in their RED folder.

I am looking forward to meeting you from 
6:00 – 7:00 at our Open House on Thursday, September 8, 2011.  Hope to see you!
Mrs. Huddlestun



.

Mon.  9/5  Labor Day…No School
Thurs. 9/8  Open House 6-7 p.m.
Fri.  9/12  4C Scholastic book orders due
Fri.  9/16 SIP Day…11:00 Dismissal 



	          Students will be learning many Language Arts concepts this year.  The fourth grade curriculum will focus on writing with grammar incorporated into the planned activities.  In other words, the students will learn through application of skills versus practice/drill assignments.  The Language Arts textbook will be used primarily as a resource rather than a tool for learning.  Emphasis will be placed on expository writing with the Six Traits of Writing:  Focus (ideas & content), Support (word choice & voice), Organization (sentence fluency), Integration, and Conventions.  This week we wrote an amazing “I am…” poem that will be displayed at Open House.  
          In Spelling, the students will use words from the Reading series and Word Walls for grade-appropriate, high-frequency word lists. Word lists are given on Monday and students are tested on the last day of the week, generally Fridays. Emphasis will be placed on commonly misspelled words, compound words, contractions, words with prefixes and suffixes, and homophones.  As a matter of fact, we reviewed our homophone Word Wall words this week and took our first test!  Ask your student what he/she needs to do to earn the Spelling reward!!
         In Reading, the students took their Star tests this week to determine their Accelerated Reading levels, the AIMS test to assess individual reading skills, and the Stanford Diagnostic Testing.  These scores, along with other assessments, will help me learn your student’s reading level in phonetic analysis, vocabulary, and comprehension.  Students enjoyed working on their idiom books and learned many new meanings!

	          Students were also assessed in Math this week to help determine individual needs and skill levels.  After taking the Chapter 1 Pretest, we jumped right into reviewing place value and numbers based on the test results. In class, students take some notes, a skill is introduced, practice problems are given, and then students demonstrate their knowledge before an assignment is given.  This year, we will be spending a lot of time working with multiplication. I strongly encourage all of my students to continue practicing their facts anywhere and everywhere they have a spare moment...perhaps a long car trip this weekend would be perfect (

     In Science, students created their journals.  A rubric and a list of activities will guide the students throughout the year as we learn many new vocabulary words, processes, and skills.  The left side of the journal is our “input” (notes) and the right side is the “output” (skill application activity).  This week, students learned about the scientific method and the steps in conducting an experiment. 
           Overall, it has been a busy and exciting week!  Please let know if you have any questions or concerns.  Enjoy the long weekend!

Looking forward to a FANTASTIC year,
Mrs. Huddlestun



Page 2 of 2

