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	Students have been working hard as we finished our first five day week in quite a long time.  (
          In Reading, we started our week by discussing what makes a “good sport”, defined what “sportsmanship” meant, and learned how to differentiate between fact and opinion.  In our selection, Lou Gehrig: The Luckiest Man, we discovered how, despite obstacles, one should never give up and go for our dreams.  Coming from a poor immigrant family, Lou Gehrig never missed a day of school or a game with the New York Yankees.  When Gehrig was stricken with ALS, a disease that affects the central nervous system, he stayed with his team.  Even today, Lou Gehrig is remembered for his courage, modesty, and good sportsmanship!
           In Language, students used possessive pronouns to replace nouns that show possession or ownership.  Sometimes these pronouns come before another noun or they stand alone, meaning a noun does not follow the pronoun.  We also discussed the components needed to write a magazine or newspaper article.  As in all of our writing, the following questions should be answered:  Who?  What? When?  Where?  Why?  How?
         In Spelling, students reviewed what a vowel and consonant were as we learned how to identify VCV patterns in words.  Students were taught two rules on how to divide such a word into syllables based on whether the first vowel was a short vowel or a long vowel.  
          Congratulations to 4C for earning the 2nd quarter Spelling Party for having the most 100% Spelling Tests.  Remember, to qualify for the party, you must earn at least 2 or more 100% tests during the quarter if your class should win!
                                              Mrs. Huddlestun


	In Science, students have enjoyed several lab experiments relating to our unit on matter.  This week, students have completed labs on the density and the volume of different types of matter.  For instance, students had to see whether or not regular soda and diet soda would float in a container of water.  A lot of students predicted that both regular and diet soda would sink because both cans of soda still were unopened.  The outcome from the experiment was that the regular soda sank and the diet soda floated. Students learned that the density from each can were different since regular soda contains real sugar and diet soda contains artificial sugar.  This was only 1 of the 3 experiments we completed this week.  Ask your child about the other two experiments, one about sink or swim eggs and the other on measuring the volume of different objects. 

Within Mathematics, students have started to work on graphs, charts, and tables.  This week, students completed a fun interactive activity in which they had to use the skills they learned from the week, and apply them to the activity.  On Friday, students were given a bag of M&M’s and they had to create a tally chart, a pictograph, and a bar graph.  Once the students completed their tasks, they were allowed to eat their M&M’s as a reward. YUM!

Lastly, in Social Studies, students are still discussing the southeast region of the United States.  This week, we are learning about Sequoyah and the Cherokee Indians who lived within the southeastern region of our country.  The students are also learning about the hardships they endured during the Trail of Tears.    
                                           Mrs. Basham
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The following students earned the Accelerated Reading (A.R.)  Party goal of 13 points for the 2nd grading quarter.  On Thursday, they went to Oak Ice Arena in Kankakee and enjoyed an afternoon of ice skating.
4C
Matthew Balthazor
Kadie Cotton  
Tonya Faulkner

Shannon Grider  
Gabriella Griffith
Edward Hanson

William Hanson  
Hayley Hertzog

Jack Jarvis  
Jason Kelly

Brandon Kooyenga  
Jacob Ladd

Michael Lemenager  
4D

Hannah Bailey

Kaitlin Bowers

Joshua Cooper

Kiley Henson

Lauren James  
Madison McKee

Adrian Pace  
Mariella Quiroa

Jacob Smith

Joshua Smith
Brock Solomon
Brian Spooner

Cauy Warner  
**  High Honors (All A’s)


	

Starting 3rd Quarter, the 4th grade students will have an extra incentive to be respectful, productive, and responsible.  Students will be earning extra bonuses for their effort in schoolwork, participation in class, and any other positive behavior we see.  At the end of the year, students will use their reward money to bid on items in an auction!


Thank you for returning signed report cards promptly.  If you have yet to do so, please return them as soon as possible.


Please remember to document your student’s outside reading time in their assignment book. (Students should be reading at least 15 minutes each night.)

Students need at least 2 A.R. points by Monday 2/1.  Students will read during their recess if he or she does not have his or her required weekly points. 
Six Flags Reading Forms are due Thursday, February 11, 2010.










